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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN APPROACHES TO US OFFICIALS 

REF: USUN 1589 NOTAL 
KINSHASA 3978 

1. WE ARE INTRIGUED BY NORTH KOREAN APPROACHES TO US 
OFFICIALS DESCRIBED IN REFTELS AND BELIEVE THEY RAISE 
POSSIBILITY NK WILL TAKE SIMILAR STEPS AT OTHER POSTS. 

2. SUCH MOVES MIGHT PROVIDE US WITH ADDITIONAL 
DIMENSION FOR ASSESSMENT OF NORTH KOREAN POLICIES, 
PARTICULARLY TOWARD ROK, AT THIS CRUCIAL JUNCTURE. 

THEY WOULD ALSO PROVIDE US WITH OPPORTUNITY TO STRESS 
DIRECTLY AND FIRMLY TO NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS OUR 
COMMITMENT TO ROK SECURITY. 

3. WE ARE OF COURSE FULLY AWARE OF ROKG CONCERNS OVER 
US-NORTH KOREAN CONTACTS; INDEED IT MAY BE POSSIBLE 
THAT NORTH KOREAN APPROACHES ARE, IN FACT, PARTLY AIMED 
AT STIRRING UP ROK-US DISSENSION ON THIS ISSUE. APPROACHES 
MAY ALSO BE AIMED AT STRENGTHENING IMPRESSION OF NORTH 
KOREAN ACCEPTANCE BY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. IF 
DISCUSSIONS ARE BRIEF, HOWEVER, HELD IN THE CASUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF RELATIVELY LARGE RECEPTIONS. AND ARE 
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DISADVANTAGES WOULD BE MINIMIZED AND THAT THE EXCHANGES 
COULD BE JUSTIFIED ON BASIS OF POTENTIAL VALUE MENTIONED 
IN PARA 2 ABOVE. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH THIS POSITIONN WE WOULD 
SUGGEST THAT CIRCULAR TELEGRAM BE SENT TO APPROPRIATE 
POSTS INFORMING THEM OF POSSIBILITY OF NORTH KOREAN 
APPROACHES AND INSTRUCTING THEM ON HANDLING OF DISCUSSIONS 
WITH NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS. 
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